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Ratslaukums Square = Opposite the stone bridge
is one of Old Riga’s main squares - the Town Hall Square or
Ratslaukums. In the Middle Ages, it also served as an open-
air market. The square was completely destroyed during
World War Il, but the Town Hall has now been fully restored,
as have the House of the Blackheads (Melngalvju Nams),
the Schwabe House and the Statue of Roland. The Riga
Tourist Information Centre is located in the Schwabe House.
www.vecriga.info

House of Blackheads =4 The House of Blackheads
(Ratslaukums 7) built in 14th century belonged to the
Guild of Unmarried Merchants. At the time it was the
richest and most prestigious venue in the whole city. It
was severely damaged and pillaged during WWII, but was
sympathetically rebuilt again in 1999 as an exact copy of the
original with a magnificent Dutch Renaissance facade and
amazing ceiling paintings inside. www.melngalvjunams.lv

St Peter’s Church «d St Peter's Church is an imposing
red brick church built initially of timber in 1209, then rebuilt
in stone. A lift inside the spire takes visitors to two viewing
platforms providing a fantastic panoramic view over the
red roofs of the Old Town and across the River Daugava.
www.vecriga.info

National Opera House. The pride of Latvian musical
and cultural life is the National Opera, which is located
next to the city canal. The building was constructed in
1863 as the German Theatre. In 1995, a full restoration was
completed. The opera has excellent acoustics and houses
world class opera, ballet, and pop music performances. The
building’s exterior resembles Moscow's Bolshoi Theatre. The
interior is finely decorated. www.opera.lv

Freedom Monument. The Freedom Monument is the

symbol of Latvian independence and Riga's major landmark.

Standing on the city’s main street — Brivibas Street — it can
be seen from afar. Its three stars rise above the trees of the
central parks. To the north of the Freedom Monument,
near the city canal, is one of Riga’s sand hills — Bastejkalns
—which forms part of the green belt around the Old Town.
www.vecriga.info

Livu Square = This square is relatively new, having
been built in the mid-20th century after World War II. An
interesting complex of 18th-century residential buildings
has been preserved here alongside the 18th-century Great
Guild and Small Guild buildings. In summer, the surrounding
streets are always bustling as the square is home to
restaurants, clubs, and a number of outdoor cafes with live
outdoor concerts in the evenings. www.vecriga.info

Dome Square «d In the heart of Old Riga is its largest
square, Doma Square, around which the city’s best outdoor
cafes and bars are situated. The square’s current appearance
dates back to the 1930s when a number of its medieval
buildings were torn down. On the edge of the square is the
Dome Cathedral. This was built as Bishop Albert’s Cathedral
in 1211 and has been rebuilt several times since then. Today
it exhibits a mixture of late Romanesque, early Gothic
and Baroque architectural styles. The cathedral is famous
for its organ which is often used in concerts and recitals.
Opposite the cathedral is the Riga Bourse Art Museum.
www.vecriga.info, www.doms.lv

Riga Bourse Art Museum = Built from 1852 to 1855
in the form of a Venetian renaissance palazzo symbolising
wealth and abundance, the building has been completely
restored and now houses the Art Museum. Its splendid
interior with extensive gilded surfaces and artificial marble
makes the Riga Bourse Art Museum one of the must-see
sites in Riga. The permanent exhibition features Western
European paintings from the 16th to the 19th century and
Western European porcelain. www.rigasbirza.lv

Three Brothers «4 A charming group of residential
houses each from a different century, the oldest dates back
to the 15th century. In Medieval times, Maza Pils Street was
located in a suburban area of Riga inhabited by craftsmen
and, according to legend; the buildings were constructed
by men from the one family. One of them now houses the
Latvian Museum of Architecture. www.archmuseum.lv
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Powder tower/War Museum = This is one of Riga’s
fortification towers and was originally called the Sand
Tower. It dates back to 1330. Rebuilt numerous times, it
acquired its current name in the 17th century when the city
began to store gunpowder in the tower. The War Museum
was created here in 1919 and its exhibits cover themes
from both medieval and recent military history — Latvians
involved in the 1905 Russian Revolution, the events of
World War |, the proclamation of an independent Latvia and
the establishment of statehood. The museum has a rich
collection of weaponry, photographs, documents, orders
and awards, uniforms and other items. www.karamuzejs.lv

Riga's Nativity of Christ Cathedral. This is the
largest Orthodox Church in the city. Having served as a
planetarium and a restaurant during the Soviet period,
the building has been completely restored as a church
and holds regular Orthodox services. The Nativity of
Christ Cathedral, as a symbol of architecture and stability,
is often visited by the highest representatives of foreign
countries, and by all those who seek solace and sanctuary.
www.pravoslavie.lv

Art Nouveau. One third of Riga's city centre is built
in this attractive style, making it the foremost Art Nouveau
destination in Europe. Many of the best examples can be
seen on Elizabetes iela and Alberta iela, some designed by
well-known architect Mikhail Eisenstein, father of the famous
Russian filmmaker, Sergey Eisenstein. Visit the Riga Art
Nouveau Museum (Alberta iela 12) housed in an apartment
where one of Latvia's best Art Nouveau architects,
Konstantins Pekséns, once lived. www.jugendstils.riga.lv

Central Market. Do you want to taste a freshly salted
cucumber? Buy fresh vegetables? Treat yourself to an eel
smoked just last night? The Central Market is one of the
largest and oldest markets in Europe with five food pavilions
located inside large converted Zeppelin hangars. Around
and in between them, stalls sell everything from clothes to
flowers. Itis always bustling and a great place to observe
local people, try local produce and get some bargains.
www.centraltirgus.lv

Spikeri Quarter. The 19th century Spikeri warehouse
quarter is now a home to more than a dozen cultural and
creative groups. Located between the Central Market
and the shores of the Daugava River, Spikeri hosts regular
art exhibitions, as well as music concerts in the concert
hall. Restaurants and cafes here are also worth visiting.
www.spikeri.lv

Bergs Bazaar. The stylish Bergs Bazaar, a historical
pedestrian quarter originally constructed between 1887
and 1900 by Kristaps Bergs, has been carefully restored by
the Bergs family and today is one of Riga's premier shopping
and dining destinations. Explore boutiques offering local
and international goods, discover local clothing designers
and artwork, dine at one of the popular restaurants or
cafes — both casual and up-market - or simply go for a stroll
through this oasis in the city centre. www.bergabazars.lv

Kalnciema Quarter. Across the Daugava, in
Pardaugava, lies the Kalnciema Quarter with its freshly
renovated wooden houses. UNESCO considers Riga’s
wooden architecture to be a cultural heritage, and the
Kalnciema Quarter is a good place to see it in its restored
glory, either by attending the regular Saturday markets,
or by browsing through the interior design shops.
www.kalnciemaiela.lv

Botanical Garden of the University of Latvia.
Take a slow stroll along the garden and observe exotic
plants from around the world, delight your eyes with
motley butterflies in the Tropical house or simply enjoy the
beauty of nature in the middle of a city. There are plenty of
interesting things to discover for garden lovers, botanists or
the ones who appreciate spending their time in landscaped
parks and learn something new. www.botanika.lu.lv

Riga Zoo. On the picturesque shores of the Lake
Kisezers in the shade of the mighty pine trees of Mezaparks
you can find creatures from all parts of the world living
together. Find out how flamingos have their dinner, how
much can a hippo eat, why wild boars enjoy shower,
how long is the tongue of a giraffe and a lot more!
www.rigazoo.lv

«d - Old Town site
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Tourist information centres

Office - Welcome to Riga! Riga International Airport, arrivals sector E,

+371 29311187 (pay per minute), wtr@riga-airport.com

Riga Tourist Information Centre at Riga Coach Terminal. Q
Pragasiela 1, GPS[56.945009,24.114615], +371 67220555, info@rigatic.lv

Riga Tourist Information Centre on Livu Square. Q Kalkuiela 16,

GPS[56.948842,24.109481], +371 67227444, info@rigatic.lv

Riga Tourist Information Centre on Town Hall Square. Q

Ratslaukums 6, GPS[56.947245,24.106686], +371 67037900,

Q - owner of the "Q-Latvia" quality system certificate

Tram, trolleybus and bus

Public transport operates between 5:30 and 23:30. Timetables, fares and purchase information are
available at www.rigassatiksme.lv. Even though tickets can be purchased in cash from the driver,
itis cheaper to purchase an e-ticket called an e talons at street kiosks and selected shops.

LIVE

RIGA

www.LiveRiga.com

How to use e-ticket: youtube.com/user/Riigassatiksme

A .
{e} - Timetables: saraksti.rigassatiksme.lv

v « Information line: +371 80001919 (toll-free)
« E-mail: info@rigassatiksme.lv

- o etalons
info@rigatic.lv

An e-ticket can be used on all "Rigas satiksme" buses, trolleybuses and trams. It has to be placed
against an electronic validator at the entrance in order to register the trip.

Train

Riga Tourism Police

Itis also possible to get around Riga by rail. Route maps and timetables are available at www.pv.lv

The Tourism Police covers the whole city, but the majority of the patrols are in Old Riga. A 24-hour

information hotline is available for foreigners at +371 67181818: this provides essential information

in English and Russian.

Free services and discounts for Riga guests. More information

"Riga Card" tourist discount card

Riga Central Railway Station
+ Address: Stacijas laukums 2

« Information about local trains and timetables: www.ldz.lv
- Information line: +371 67231181 (toll-free)

+ E-mail: uzzinas@ldz.lv

- Mobile app: www.pv.lv/en/mobile_application

:www.rigacard.lv

Tourist site
Tourist information centre
Coach terminal

Port

i
®
R Train terminal
3
4

Self-government

Hospital / Out-patient clinic

. Police

1™ Monument / Museum
T xx Church
K Cinema

Sightseeing boats
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Airport
Airport bus
Bicycle path

Shopping centre
Marina

One-way traffic
Filling station
Parking

Market

Post office
Public toilet

Art Nouveau selection
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